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THE DEMOCRATIC BANNER

" PLANT 07T, VRO

C ENTREY D

SINOYED

"~ The Origin 0f The Fire Appears To
Be A Mystery

* Whole Plant A Mass 0f Flames
When Discovered

* Diicials Make No Stalement As
K 1o Rebuilding Plant

~ Nearly Two Hundred Men Thrown
: Out 0f Employment

K i

f The most destructive and disastrous fire that has oc-

curred in Mt, Vernon in years resulted at 7:15 o’clock Mon-
day night when the entire plant of the Mt. Vernon Bridge
company, one of the city’s growing and substantial indus-
tries, was completely consumed. The buildings burned
with great rapidity and in an hour after the alarm had been
sounded the buildings were in a mass of smouldering ruins,

Mr. James Israel, secretary and treasurer of the com-
pany, stated during the progress of the fire that the loss
would be very difficult to determine at the present, How-
L ever, he estimates the loss from $100,000 to $125,000 on
which there is an insurance of $80,000.

In the present chaotic condition of affairs arvising
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t from the disastrous fire, no determination can be reached
g by the company as to its policy in the matter of rebuilding.
1 An adjustment of the loss with the five insurance compan-
ies and the clearing away of the debris will be the first
'_ things in order and after these have been aceomplished
the quest ton of whether the plant is to he vebulit will be |
. acted upon,
k| The origin of the fire appears to be a complete mys-
| tery. It is known that it started in the south end of the
large building extending almost to Chestnut street, hut
' other than that there is no pogsible way to account of the

- origin of the blaze which wrought such havoe and des-
'3 troyed the entive plant in so short a space of time,

Fhe Fire Discovercd | to n telophone to wend In the slarm.

It was Just 7:16 o'clock that the
' y Mre wan firsy disvoyoered,
s was firnt notleod Ly two persons ol
3 A about o Bame  tme—ove beng| waty blow the whistlo on his englne.
; Night Watchmain John P, Bloue, and|

She other Miss Clarn Frohse, dough l

2 Rer of My, a‘\!il:\.lnl W, Frehsoe,

& = man of the plant atructlon of the plant, 18 a complote
|_- : Pened to glance out of the \\'Illdnw! mystery, 1t ls evident that the blaze

' starte b g Tmo Y
) of her home which 18 lovated on West ¢d In the extremo south end of

% . the muin bullding In what s known
U Chostaut etreet and dlscovered tha 1t 1 l| [
! 8 nere

| g the “laying oul*room.

' Mo ontire south end of the south that the large glrders and other parts
Bullding of the plant was In n mass! of o bridge are assembled.

of flames, Miss Frehao sent in the|
alarm to the fire department. Thel
Right wacchman ypon dlscovering (he
Bames went to the englne room 1uul| In heating the balldings and In 1o

|

] Sommenced blowing the whistle on section of the plant where the 10

The evglnoer on a frelght traly gtand-

The binzo| g In the B

& O, ynrde also nssisc|

od In gounding the alarm and ¢ peat.
the |

Origin a Mystery

Ag has been statod the orlgin of

fs-!'---: the fire, which resulted 1n the de-

Misas Frohse hap-

There
Wal no rogs or wasle or gronsze op

cous combustion. All over the plant

|
|3
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| located Just across the stroet

LOSS ESTIMATED AT ABOUT $125,000, WITH
INSURANGE AMOUNTING T0

380,000

Is presumed, therefore, that the
blaze started from one of these stoves
-—probably becoming overheated and
setting fire to some of the woodwork
in the structure,

That the lire started very quickly
Is evidenced bythe faet that at 6:50
o'clock Night Watchman John #.
Htope let BEngineer Jolin Croston out
Gf the south door of che plaue, lms
mediately at tlhe point where tne
blaze started. After letting the ciis
plueor gut, the night watchman lock-

ed’ the door and weng bnck to th
ongine room, There hus been no
nleght loree cmployved at the planc

lor some time and the enginesr wis
the last peregon Lo leave the bullding,
ouiside of the nighy watchman, As a
matter of fact no one Wias in the
bullding and It possibly could not
have beon set on five, although a
number of persons advanced thnt
Ltheary Monday night,

Afler the engineer had gones home,
Night Watchmuan Stone went to che

engine room for a [ew moments anda|

Lhen had oceaslon to go to the Bouth
part of the shop. As he left the en-
gine room he discovered Immensge
flames rolling up from the south cx
tremity of the buliding nenr the
door where the englneer had gone
out only fifteen or, twenty minutes
before, Runnlng to the engloe room, |
Stope commenced to blow the whistie
on the plant, but In the meantime
Misg  Frehepe had discovered (he
blnze and had sent In the alarm to
the departmaent,

The department made a rapld run,

but before thefr arrival the bullding|

wis In n mnass of flames, the Nro
lHghting up that sectlon of the city
ke day.

Fiames Spread Rapldly

A sirong wind was blowlng [rom
the southwest at the time and was
In the rigat direction to ecarry Lhe
Nnmes entlrely through the plunt to)
the Sugar streec entrance. The var-|
lous bulldings burned like papey box-|
eg and In a romarkably short space
of tnie the bulldings were in ashoes,

To Save Machinery

Hy the time the department arrly-
ed and three lines of hose had been
stretelied all hopes of #aving any
portion of the bulldings had been
abundoned and Mr, lsrael direciod |
the liremen not to throw any water
on the bulldings in which was locat-
ed the machinery. It was the bellel
that If no water was thrown on Lhe |
machinery thot a Inrger portion of |
It could agaln he utllized, ocherwise
If wnter had been thrown that it
would canae the muchineg to crack
Owing to the heat about the bulid-
Ing It cannot be determined at che
pregent time whether the machinery |
oo be used agaln,

AL thot the fremen conld do was
to kerp a numbep of streams playing
an adjocent bulldings to Keep them
from cntehing on Nre, Al several
times the office bollding, which s
from
the plant, wius In great danger ana
Lwo Hoes of hoss were used In throw-
g water on the roof and saes of
this bullding,

AL the time when it looked as IS
[he bullding might
pllpge, employes and willing hiands
to work In carrying out vol-
unbile Blue prints, records, deactiog
metrymenty and othor actléles Frown
the oo, bul dunger was soon (THEY
il everything was restored o s
proper place in the bullding,

afllep goon  be

Wi |

An Exciting Seene
At the time fire was ot Its
helght the (hree large lron smoke
stacks over the engine room on the
ouat #lde of the bullding, near the|
1, & O, tracks, fell with n crash r!.lulI
following thisg & terrible sound was

Lhe

| made by the escaping steam lo the|
| boflora mingled with the roar of thel

cng when the pipe was disconnected |
from under the bollers. There was|
nn Immoense crowd of people In the |
viclulty of the engine room and many
ihought that the bollers were about
o explode and the crowds started tol
run,  There was n great amount of

Any kind that might cause spontan-, exeitonient for & short gpace of time, | the place where they had worked

The gas In the engine room rml}'|

there are numerous gy stoves uned | ndded to the fary of the flnwes whon fire demon.

the pipe under the bollers became
dilsconnected. There was no way to

iy -t | | shue, the gag off 85 the cul-off wee| Pany and whose hatrbad grown white
i Rhe plant #s ho was unable to get| started there are Boveral stoves. s.lm near the blagze thut no one could) !n the falthful performance of their
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| of the machinery can be ngain uged.

| o block,

|dopnrtmentn of the plant, a large

BY FLAMED

U

pot within any distance of it in #afe-
ty. The gas could not be shut off
at the gate for the reason that the
water works power house |s supplied
by gus from the same company.
Danger of Explosion
Another exclting feature connect-
ed with the fire was the dlscovery of
some gasollne, painte and oils
in o emall bullding located to the
north of the maln bullding. This
foct was made known to the firenden
Ly employes of Lthe plant and Chlefl
Fickard stationed two firemen wich
a llue of hose at the bullding and
kept o stream of water on the strue-
ture all the time the fire was In
progress,  In this manner _the ex-

plosion was prevented.

Yortunately thera was no one In-|
jureéd during the progresg of the fire,
although a of personsn had
narrow cecapeg from falllng elrelrie
Heht wires. The top of a pole burn-
ed off Just west of the mnln bulld-

numbey

Ing and a number ofwires [ell across
the street, Pollee olficers were on
the scane nnd kept the crdwd back

0 thitc no one was Injured,
Passengers Kaelted
the time the fHre was at Its
the enst bound rast line on
& O, railrond, dua at 7:29,
into the station. The pas-
sengers were grendly exclted over
the fire and every window on the
went glde of the frain wak ralsed and
| every pusgenger was looking out to
| cateh a glimpse of the burning bulld-
ings.

| At
helght
the H,
pulled

g Crowd Present

Shortly after the fire broke out
n large crowd of people commenced
to arrive gn the &cene and In a short
time cthe strects were literally block-
aded with people. Owing to the In-
tense hent |t was impossible to get
within & half a square of the fire.
The B. & 0. rallroad yards weare
crowded with people and the stroets
were o prrfect mags of humanity,

Smoldered All Night

The blaze continuwed undll eleyven
o'clock and it was midnight when the
department roturned to the englne
house.  After the blaze had been
extinguished the debris smoldered all
nlght long and ocensionally there
would be x small blaze start up, but
It would soon dle down as every-
thing combustible had been destroy-
ed,

The Loss And Insurance
As stated sbove It Is n very dif-
fleutlt tagk to determine the loss ot

the pregent tlme, There has been
no inventory for some time and
it Is fmpossible ta determine the

amount of work on the floor ut the
tima' of the fire and what amount
of this work can be saved. Mr. Is-
rpel is of the opinlon that the loss s
from $100,000 to $125,000 on which
thore Is an Ingurance of $80,000, ear-
rled in different companies. Anothey
thing to be taken Into account in es-
thimnting the loss (s whethep ornocany

OF course, If this machinery, or any

part thereof, can agaln be utllized,

the logs will not be quite go great,
History of the Plant

The Mt, Vernon Bridge company
wis organized In this ity many years
apo, the orighnl plant belng located
on West Vine swreet abutting the
propariy of the 1, & Q, rallrond com.
pany, Just twenty yoars ago the
plant wos movid to the loeation
which Is oceupled at the time of the
fire on Mondny, The plant oceuplad
extending from Chestnut
sreet on the gsoulh to Bugar s'reet
on the north, The bulldings of the
plant were frame with & metalle
vovering of some kind,

During the twenty years thiat the
plant oceupled the present location
It was closed down for some time,
but eleven yenrs ago it wos purchos-
od by the prekent owners and has
been running full force ever since
The offlcers of the present company
are James Wostwnter of Columbus,
prealdent and general manager: Jaa,
Isirael, sccratary and treasurer; Irvin
M. Wolverton, chlef enginecr, All
of the above oflicors are heavy stock-
holders In the company.

A Tounching Incident

During the progress of the fire
and when the blage was destroying
ag speedily as possible the varlous

number of employes gathered near
the scone of the confiagration nnd
many cried Hke children as they saw

for 8o many yenrs destroyeq by the
Especlally was this
true among the older men, who had
started a8 approntices with the com-

|1Iu declded to go home during the

T i T
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Friday, February 18, 1010

duties to the company,
Many Men Out
Mr. larael stated Tuesdny that ov-
er ong bhundrod and Nty men would
he thrown out of employment us
A resuit of the fAire. The fire coming
in the middle of the winter will|
prebably menn hardships ‘for many
cmployen,
Mr, Wolverton Not Here
- Ac the time of the fire Mr. . M.
Wolverton, chlef engineer of the cam-
pany, was absent from the city, hav-
Ing etarted to Cincinnat! on the 6:156
train over the ., A, & C. rallroad.
He was located In Qolumbus by tele-
Eriim as he was about to tuke a train
for Cinecinnatl, Mr, Wolverton re-
turned to Mt. Vernon on an early
train Tuesdny morning.
Condition of Machinery
While it will perhaps take a week
or more to fully determine whether
or not the machinery in the plant
can again be ussd, yet It Is the opin-
ion of Mp, I, M. Wolverton, chief
englneer, that the machines are
worthless angd can never be used
ngain. Mr. Wolverton made a brief
examination of some of the machines
ag best he could among the debris
Tuesday morning and was convinced
that the machinery Has been ruined
by the intenge heat,
Why Flames Spread
One roason why the flames spread
o ribpldly through the plant was that
there wira glx or elght gable win-
dows open In the goulh end of the|
plant and the same pumber opened
In the extrema north end of 1h|-‘
plant, Thig created a draft of pow-
erful foree and the flames Swept the |
entire length of the long bullding.
This ls proven by the fact that the
roof first caught fire and wag con-
sumed and the Names then spread
towardg the floor of the structure,
Sympathy Eypressed
The Knights of the Maceaboes at
thelr speclal review Monday night
ordered placed on thelr minutes a
resolution of sympathy from the
members of the ML, Vernon tent to
their fellow members who were em-
ployed at the Me, Vernon bridge
plant and who were affected by the
fire Monday night and to offer every
assistance necded. The tent also ex-
pressed sympathy for the Bricge
company. Many of the employes at
this plunt are members of tha Mt
Veroon tent,
As To RNebuilding
Whiie the officers of the Bridge
company have nothing to say at this
time a8 to their future Intention n
the way of rebullding, for the reu-
sons that that phuge of che situation
has not yet been reached, yet tne
hope Is expresgsed on every hang by
the citizens of Mt, Vernon that such
a concluslon for action will be rench-
¢d at an early day. It Is a great
calamity to the largs number of
employes of the institution to ba
thrown suddenly out of employment
and thelg earning capaelty be crip-
pled almost In the twinkling of an
eye. It Is also a severe blow to the
business Intereats of the city to have
Hudtrt"nly taken from the channeels
of tronde the lnrge amount of money
coming with such regularity on the
pay-days at the Institution, On ev
ory slde much sympathy I8 expregsed
for the company over It8 heavy logs
and to the employes in being thrown
onte af amployment,

OVERCOME

By Gas Fumes Were Mr. And
Mrs. Thos Stream

Man Fainted WEile Telephon-
ing For Physician

Mr. and Mrs, Thomns Stream of
North Bandusky street were oyoer-
come from fumes of natural gas
Tueadny morning and Mrs, Strenm
had o very narrow esoape from bLe-
Ing nsphyxiated. When Me. and Mra
Btrénm arose Tuesday morning hoth

were (11, buc the former went to the
Cooper works, whera he Ig employed, |

morning to sce how hig wife waa
getting along and upon entering o
room found her unconsclous on the
floor. Mr, SBtream ran to the Cole
grovery and telephoned for a puy-
slelan,  Whlle he was Lelephoning
he foll to the floor unconscious, Dr,
James ¥, Lee and Dr, C, K. Conara
were called to attend Mr, and Mrs,
Stream.  Both recovered from the
effects of the gas fumes befors noon
and are now considered out of dang-
er,
N .

A fow minutes delay in treating
some cases of croup, even the length
of time it takes to go for a doctor
often proves dangerous, The salest
way I8 to keep Chamberlain’s Hem:
edy In the house, and at tha first
Indlication of croup give the child a
doie, Ploasant to take and always

cures, Bold by all deslers,

W0

—_——

New Briges To Be Built in
The County

To Take Place Of Those
Washed Away

A Verdict For Defendant In
A Case

Heard In Common Pleas Court
Monday

(ther Items Of Interest From
Court House

The county commisgloners at thel:
regulir meeting on Monday decided
to rebulld two hew bridges In Knox
county washed away by recent high

witer and the county surveyor was
|

directed to prepare the necessary
plans, The plans will call for a 19¢
foot single apm; at the Balcom
bridge and a 120 foot double span at
the Troutman bridge, BEach bridg:
willhave a sixteen-foot roaaway.

The commissioners alsp awarced
a contract for the removal of the
Halcomm bridge from the coreek for
f consldoration of $87 and also the
removal of the Troutman bridge from
the creek for $107,

A contract was closed up with
John Rummell for 11,000 feet of
plank for the Fredericktown bridge
At a cost of §319.27.

—_—y—
Common Pleas Court—

The casze of Fullz ve, the Wright
Lumber company, which was tried
before the jury in the court of com-
mon pleas on Monday, the jury re
turned a verdlec for the defendant
In the sum of $77.13. :

The enge of Dever, administrator.
ve, Kirk was commenced Ip the court
of common pleas on Tuesday,

e
Fourth und Finnl— ’

A fourth and final account has besn
Nled In probate by H., M, and John
Baxter, executors of John Walnright
Baxter, showing the following: Re-
relved, $15,671.41; pald out, $14,-
416.12; balance, $1,266.29,

ST
Marriage License—

John Cromp, laborer, Loudonville,
and Bthel May Temple: Rev. Wil-
Ham 1B, Hull,

—0—
Deed Filed-—

Alonzo Glbbs to Ellea B, Dodley,

parcel In Jackson, $800.

TRAMPLED

————

Under A Horse’s Hoof And
Badly Injured

——

Elmey Weaver, son of Mr. and Mra
Peter Weaver of Brandon was padly
Injured Monday afternoon by belng
trampled by a horse. The boy was
ltading o horeg into the barn wher
the animal he was leading was kick-
ed by another horge In the barn, Mr,
Weaver was also knocked down and
was trampled by the horse's hoofs.
He wag badly injured ahout the neck
and face. Dir, Coburn of Homer was
called and rendered surgleal atten-
tion.
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If troubled with Indigestion, con-
stipatlon, no nppetite or feel billous,
glve Chamberialn's Stomach and Liv-

er Tablets a trial and you will be,

pleased with the result. These tab-
lets invigorate the stomach and liver
und strengthen the digestlion. Sold
by all dealers,

A ]
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POSITIONS FORR OBERLIN
DBUSINESS COLLEGE STUDENTS

Chas, F. Urschel, a district school
teacher from Fostoria, entered the
Oberlin Business College last May.
and left school last Friday o accept
o position at Robinson, 111, to which
he was recommended by the college,

R. R. Waltman left schoal Feb, 1.
io accept n stenographic position at
the Lorain Steel Plant, which was
g¢tured for him by the college. Both
the nbove positions pay §50 per
month to begln with,

There I8 a grent demand for stu-
dents trained in the Oberlin Business
College.”

This contractor got results,

« Some years ago a contractor build.
ing a railrond In & warm climate was
troubled a great deal by sickness
among the luborers,

He turned his nttention at once to
their food and found that they were
ﬁcuinsz full rations of meat and were

rinking water from a stream near by,

He issued orders to cut down the
amount of meat and 1o increase greatly
the quantity of Quaker Oats fed tothe
men,

He also boiled Quaker Oats and
mixed the thin oatmeal water with
their drinking water, Almost instant]
all signs of stomach disorders passe
and his men showed a decided improve-
ment in strengch and spirits, This cons
tractor had experience that taught him
the great value of good oatmeal.

o The annt waais;m}l: IOckE:lrin |73
e ages; itis also pac nlar,
Rize ?:mlly packages atpﬂ‘:ﬁc. f.'

Have YouNoliced

That whenever an operator re-
ports 4 line as “"Busy" ghe adds,

“Shall T eall you?'"' This Is an
offer to complete the desired
connection just ns soon as possi-
ble, and if accaptod by you, will
 gave you much annoyance. Why
not occept the offer and thus
help ug In our constant endeavor
‘lo give you most

Satisfactory
Service

'Central Union

+ Telephone
Co.

MAIN & VINE

e

Drofessional Cards

L. B. HOUCK
ATTORNE. AT LAW

Office Rogera' Bullding, No, 111 B
Main street, Mt. Vernon, Olio, Roowms
2 and ¥, second foor,

FRANK 0. LEVERING

ATTORNEY AT LAW
All business of legal pature glivea
prompt attention and especially to
practice In the Probate Court. Of-
tice, No. § East High street, Mt. Ver
oon, O. New 'Fhoue, Oflice 104; Real
dence, 304,

D.F. &J. L. EWING
David F. Ewing John . Ewing
ATTORNEYS8 AND COUNSELLOR®

AT LAW

Office, Kirk bullding, c¢orner Matn
nu-uola and Public SBquare, Mt. Ver
Mo, .

W. 0. ROCKWELL,

REAL ESTATE DEALER
AND LAWYER
Farmes and city property bought seld
and exchunged. Lstates adminie
férea . Absuacting title. Fire insum
ance. Money loaned, Rooms 3 and 4
| Union Bldg, o, main st, Citz. ‘phone:

 Uffice, 870 Green; Resldence, €38
Creen,

If you own anything, have
It insured

WILL J. “D0OC"” WELSH

THE FiRE INSURANCE MAN
18 B, Grwbler 8t/ Mt Vernon, O.
Cltizens' 'Phune 231 Red

STREAM & RIMER

Luther A. Stream Wm. F. Rimer
REAL ESTATE AND LOANS

Farma and city property bought, soid
and exchanged, Propertles rented and
renes  collected. Fire insurince a
specialty, Representing 14 old relia-
ble stock cowpanies. Accident In.
surance, llve stock Insucnnce, Plate
glass Insurance, automobile insurance,
In fact we can Insure any property
you may nave, Burety bonds of all
kinds. Call and sce us. Room 1 Sipe
Bldg., B. Maln St. Cit. 'phone No
447 Black; Bell 268 R

Physicians
E. C. BEGGS

DENTAL SURGEON
Oftice in Arnold block corner of
kast High street and Nounument
Hquare, Mt Vernon, Ohio,

C. K. CONARD, M. D

HOMEOPATHIC PHYSICIAN AND
BURGEOD

OMce and residence, 18 Past Ving

sireet, Citizane' ‘vhone §2. Oftieg

hours: Stodand7to 8 p

5
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